CHAPTER X.
FROM   1829 TO   1868.
State of England in 1832. The Irish, Reform Act. O'Connell declares for
Repeal of the Union. Failure of the movement. The Question in the -
House of Commons. Great speech of Peel. The war against Irish
Tithe. A measure of commutation passed after a long delay. The
Irish Anglican Church. Partial reform. National education in Ire-
land. Vices of the system. The Irish Administration of the Melbourne
Government. O'Connell abandons Repeal. His influence in the
Government. Drummond. His authority in Irish affairs. Extension
of the Constabulary force. Orangeism discountenanced. Bureau-
cratic rule of the Castle. The Irish Poor Law. The Irish Municipal
Reform Act. The second administration of Peel. O'Connell and
Repeal, The Monster Meetings. Trial of O'Connell. His release.
The Young Ireland Party. Put down by O'Connell and the priest-
hood. Significance of this. The increased Maynooth grant. The
Queen's Colleges. The Devon Commission. The Report. The
Famine, 1845, 1846, 1847. Conduct and policy of Peel and
Russell Governments. World-wide Charity. The rising of 1848.
Smith O'Brien. John Finton Lalor. The Irish Exodus. Immense
results. Visit of the Queen in 1849. The Encumbered Estates Acts.
Their mischievous effects. Condition of Ireland after the Famine.
Optimism. Superficial prosperity. Dangerous symptoms. State of
Irish Letters. Art and Science. The Fenian rising of 1867. Re-
flections. Conclusion.
THE agitation for Reform in 1831-32 shook society in England
to its depths; revolution, perhaps, was only averted by the
good sense of the aristocracy, and of a well ordered people,